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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , at line 5 it is recited that compressed air is being admitted "thereinto". 
It is unclear from the claim into what the air is being admitted. Both the "brewing 
chamber" and "mixing chamber" are mentioned before the phrase. It recited in the claim 
that the substances need to prepare the infusion are mixed by compressed air and that 
the compressed air closes the automatic valve. While a conduit is disclosed for 
delivering compressed air to close the valve, there is no recited means for supplying the 
air to mix the substances in the brewing chamber. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,2,4,5 and 7-1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Burney. 
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Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Burney. 

There is disclosed in Burney a brewing device, comprising: a brewing chamber 
10; a supply (mixing) hopper located above the brewing chamber for providing to the 
brewing chamber a brewing substance (coffee, tea), the hopper formed as a truncated 
member attached to an upper side of the brewing chamber; an opening formed between 
the hopper and brewing chamber interior chamber; a removable filter 12 that closes a 
lower side of the brewing chamber; an automatic valve 14 designed to seal the opening, 
the valve having an umbrella shape; an air compression means 20 for actuating the 
valve and providing air to the brewing chamber interior for mixing the ingredients; and 
an air venting conduit 40 provided in the valve leading to the mixing hopper. 

In regards to the delivery of air below the automatic valve, in Burney once the 
valve is in its extended position within the brewing chamber, the air conduit passing 
trough the valve is extending into the brewing chamber. Additionally, because of the air 
conduit extends from the top of the valve through to the bottom air will be delivered 
below the valve. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Fukushima, Okamura et al. and Wright are cited 
for their disclosure of the state of the art. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reginald L. Alexander whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1395. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tu Hoang can be reached on 571-272-4780. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Reginald L. Alexander/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3742 



